
NETWORK OF NEW ENGLAND ESRD STATISTICS 
 
 
Each year this Network prepares a statistical summary report of the most frequently requested demographic information 
related to the ESRD patient population in the six New England states.  This 2005 statistical report contains data displayed for 
each of the six states and the Network.  Several of the tables and figures have trend data for the past several years which 
provides a historical picture of the continuous growth in ESRD; more providers are offering dialysis and kidney transplantation 
services to an increasing number of individuals requiring these life-sustaining services. 
 
HIGHLIGHTS: 
 
� New ESRD Patients Initiating Dialysis – Page 3 

 
Data are reported by the first outpatient facility providing chronic dialysis.  The average age of these patients continues 
to rise.   In 1989, the average age for new patients was 56; in 2005, it is 66, an indicator of a more complex patient 
population requiring additional geriatric clinical services. 

 
� Prevalence of ESRD Dialysis Patients by State of Provider – Page 4 

 
In the mid 1990s, an annual increase in the number of dialysis patients was observed at approximately 6% to 9% per 
year.  However, the annual prevalence growth in recent years has been around 3%, with an increase of 2% between 
2004 and 2005. 
 

� Dialysis Patient Characteristics – Page 5 
 

In 2005, 38.5% of dialysis patients have diabetes as their primary cause of renal failure, followed by 23% with 
hypertension.  More males (56%) than females (44%) are on dialysis. More than half of total prevalent patients (53.1%) 
were age 65 or older. 

 
� Incenter & Home Patients in New England – Pages 6 - 12 

 
List of dialysis provider year-end census displayed by state. 
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� ESRD Resources in New England as of 12/31/05 – Page 13 
 

The number of ESRD providers increased by 2% in 2005.  This table lists the number of ESRD providers and the 
number of chronic dialysis treatment stations by state and Network.  There was increased activity in the acquisition and 
change of ownership in dialysis units by large dialysis corporations in 2005. 

 
� 2005 Dialysis Prevalence by Modality: State and Network – Page 14 

 
This Network has 11% of the dialysis population receiving home care.  There is a wide variation among the states in the 
proportion of patients at home.  For 2005, the lowest is in Rhode Island (3.5%) and the highest is Connecticut (17%). 
 

� Crude Dialysis Mortality Rate – Page 15 
 

The annual unadjusted mortality rate for the dialysis population has not changed in the last 5 years.   The Network’s
crude death rate in 2005 was at 23.6%.  The leading cause of death in 2005 was cardiac related events. 

 
� Transplant Data by Year – Pages 16 & 17 

 
This table reports the number of kidney transplants performed by each transplant center in New England between  
1989– 2005. The total number of transplants performed annually during the past fifteen years has increased steadily in 
this Network. 

 
� Kidney Transplantation by Donor Type – Page 18 
 

In 2005, 43% of the transplants performed were from living (related and non-related) donors. 
 

� Vocational Rehabilitation (NEW) – Page 19 
 
The annual 2005 survey of patients between the ages of 18–54 indicated 31.8% of ESRD patients received either 
vocational rehabilitation services, or were full-time or part-time employees, or students.  This is a modest increase of 
1.5% from 30.3% in 2004.  The number of facilities that provide shifts after 5 PM in 2005 was 36%. 
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New ESRD Patients Initiating Dialysis by State of Provider 

1990 – 2005 
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Year CT ME MA NH RI VT Network Year CT ME MA NH RI VT Network
1988               546 113 868 110 177 33 1847 1997 895 253 1,620 205 301 71 3,345
1989 609               105 895 137 175 35 1956 1998 863 225 1,629 228 331 75 3,351
1990                636 112 886 149 243 40 2,066 1999 971 261 1,586 274 292 62 3,446
1991                668 139 1,031 161 260 53 2,312 2000 955 288 1,701 260 353 79 3,636
1992               724 145 1,254 161 222 39 2,545 2001 937 276 1,683 266 339 62 3,563 
1993                754 164 1,336 160 281 45 2,740 2002 953 258 1,656 298 340 69 3,574
1994                828 185 1,446 175 295 45 2,974 2003 946 313 1,837 309 366 77 3,848
1995                788 207 1,396 186 274 72 2,923 2004 932 311 1,810 310 353 70 3,786
1996                844 187 1,480 181 302 61 3,055 2005 996 327 1,773 326 360 92 3,874

 
Source:  CMS Facility Survey 
Includes all patients at VA facilities for 1988 - 2005  (June 2006) 
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Prevalence of ESRD Dialysis Patients by State of Provider 

1990 – 2005 
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1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997
1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

 
 
Year CT ME MA NH RI VT Network Year CT ME MA NH RI VT Network
1988              1,359 271 2,220 249 473 98 4,670 1997 2,607 655 4,271 493 807 182 9,015
1989 1,508              299 2,309 287 531 101 5,035 1998 2,696 690 4,474 531 897 221 9,509
1990               1,628 306 2,541 318 574 108 5,475 1999 2,725 732 4,472 604 901 213 9,647
1991               1,786 328 2,746 357 612 127 5,956 2000 3,035 752 4,535 648 920 241 10,131
1992               1,967 358 3,223 377 624 127 6,676 2001 3,083 767 4,601 682 910 266 10,309
1993             2,106 426 3,433 401 693 121 7,180 2002 3,146 806 4,698 732 894 272 10,548 
1994              2,214 473 3,683 421 751 134 7,676 2003 3,196 870 4,783 751 903 288 10,791
1995              2,328 534 3,683 457 764 153 7,919 2004 3,168 916 4,880 732 913 277 10,886
1996               2,442 572 3,895 451 799 165 8,324 2005 3,237 927 4,981 758 908 289 11,100

 
Source:  SIMS Network # 1 Database 
Includes all patients at VA facilities for 1988 - 2005 (June 2006) 
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Crude Dialysis Mortality Rate 
1994 – 2005 

Percent of Survey Population Expired 
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Year CT ME MA NH RI VT Network
1994        23.4 20.0 22.7 26.0 23.4 19.8 23.0
1995        22.9 21.0 23.1 22.3 23.0 20.6 22.8
1996        22.8 21.0 24.1 25.4 24.1 22.3 23.6
1997        21.4 21.1 23.0 22.9 24.2 20.2 22.5
1998        23.1 20.3 23.0 26.0 23.0 16.0 22.8
1999        21.8 22.0 24.9 24.6 25.4 23.2 23.8
2000        21.7 22.8 24.7 24.1 24.6 24.3 23.7
2001        23.2 22.7 24.3 22.9 25.4 17.9 23.7
2002        22.5 17.3 23.5 24.5 27.1 21.0 23.5
2003        21.1 21.7 24.8 26.2 26.8 17.19 23.6
2004        22.4 21.2 23.7 26.0 25.0 23.5 23.4
2005        21.8 24.7 23.5 24.6 29.22 19.52 23.6

 
Source:  ESRD Network of New England/CMS Survey Form, June 2006
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Patients Transplanted by Year 
 ESRD Network of New England 
 

Kidney Transplant Centers 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 

Baystate Medical Center 38 29 39 36 26 31 33 39 49 

Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Ctr. 30 23 28 22 29 30 36 35 40 

Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Ctr. West 55 56 52 55 62 57 56 75 47 

Brigham and Women's Hospital 67 60 55 51 59 57 37 41 65 

Children's Hospital 15 14 19 13 16 8 17 20 22 

Dartmouth Hitchcock Medical Center N/A N/A N/A 4 27 23 26 30 20 

Fletcher Allen Health Care Med. Ctr. of VT 15 25 15 0 5 17 27 24 25 

Hartford Hospital 66 58 53 55 76 57 52 64 61 

Lahey Clinic 4 6 13 13 12 17 8 7 14 

Maine Medical Center 41 40 44 31 31 47 33 31 32 

Massachusetts General Hospital 71 71 57 63 50 66 58 55 58 

New England Medical Center 28 33 26 25 21 25 32 31 30 

Rhode Island Hospital N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 34 

University Hospital – BU Medical Center 25 32 23 20 23 25 26 22 29 

University of Mass. Medical Center 25 17 33 27 31 31 34 33 26 

VA Medical Center – Boston 13 15 11 11 4 7 6 13 5 

Yale New Haven Hospital 35 46 41 37 43 46 66 60 70 

Network Total 528 525 509 463 515 544 547 580 627 

 
Prepared by Network of New England, Inc. June 2006 
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Patients Transplanted by Year 
 ESRD Network of New England 
 

Kidney Transplant Centers 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 

Baystate Medical Center         38 38 44 57 39 32 36 24

Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Ctr. 78 50 57 49 42 78 79 88 

Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Ctr. West         N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

Brigham and Women's Hospital         42 39 41 45 44 53 67 65

Children's Hospital         14 15 14 17 23 19 12 16

Dartmouth Hitchcock Medical Center         26 20 21 25 31 35 36 40

Fletcher Allen Health Care Med. Ctr. of VT 22 24 21 6 2 36 23 37 

Hartford Hospital         59 56 64 72 70 58 63 67

Lahey Clinic         8 5 9 24 28 33 34 33

Maine Medical Center         50 53 57 83 60 64 60 53

Massachusetts General Hospital         67 65 61 69 69 78 76 102

New England Medical Center         36 42 51 54 60 51 48 38

Rhode Island Hospital         52 53 63 84 85 68 71 72

University Hospital – BU Medical Center 23 20 26 33 21 20 33 50 

University of Mass. Medical Center 35 44 37 46 22 39 29 29 

VA Medical Center – Boston 4 9 1 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Yale New Haven Hospital         74 72 74 67 86 73 61 58

Network Total 628 605 641 731 682 737 728 772 

 
Prepared by Network of New England, Inc. June 2006 
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Renal Transplants by Donor Type  
All Transplant Centers in New England 
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 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 
Cadaveric 362         398 394 376 313 366 344 320 332
Living Related 117        128 130 131 143 141 181 187 183 
Living Un-Related 0        2 1 2 7 8 19 40 65 
Total 479        528 525 509 463 515 544 547 580 
 

 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 
Cadaveric 368     340 330 308 368 358 358 374 440 
Living Related 202 220 200 242 262 197 197 206 180 
Living Un-Related 57 68 75 91 103 128 128 148 152 
Total 627 628 605 641 733a 683b 739a 728 772 
 
a This number includes 2 patients each having 2 transplants in YR 2001 and YR 2003 
b This number includes 1 patient having 2 transplants in YR 2002 
Prepared by Network of New England, Inc., June 2006
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Vocational Rehabilitation by State  
 

State 

Number of 
Dialysis Patients 

aged 18 –54 
(Network List) 

Number of dialysis 
patients receiving 
services from Voc 
Rehab and other 

Voc Rehab related 
Service providers 
(Public or Private) 

Number of dialysis 
patients employed 

full-time  
or part-time 

Number of 
dialysis 
patients 

attending 
school full-time 

or part-time 

Offers dialysis 
shift starting at  

5 PM or later 

CT      932 15 255 22 9

MA      1299 54 354 46 28

ME      218 11 45 15 5

NH      199 2 51 4 7

RI      209 38 30 4 2

VT      65 3 11 1 5

Network 2,922 93 746 92 56 
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Source: Network Annual Survey, Prepared June 2006




