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Season’s Greetings! 
 
The ESRD Network of New England staff would like to wish 

everyone a happy holiday and healthy New Year. 

PROFESSIONAL

NEWSLETTER

FOR THE 

RENAL COMMUNITY NETWORK notesSAVE THE 
DATE 
 

4th Annual  
Technicians 
Meeting 
 

April 15, 2010 

Sheraton Hotel  

Portsmouth, MA 

 

April 22, 2010 

Sturbridge Host Hotel 

Sturbridge, MA 

 

For information about how 

to register, please visit our 

website or contact Cynthia 

Lambert at 203-387-9332. 

WHAT WOULD 
YOU LIKE TO 
SEE IN THE 
NEWSLETTER? 
 

The Network is looking for 

reader input.  What type of 

information would be most 

useful to read about in 

future issues of Network 

Notes.  We are looking for 

bright ideas!  Please send 

suggestions to 

info@nw1.esrd.net 
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Fistula First Update  
As of October, NW1 providers have increased 
their prevalent AV fistula rates to 57.8%. The new 
Network AVF goal, to be obtained by March 
2010, is 58.2%.  Achieving or surpassing this goal 
means that all hemodialysis facilities must strive 
for improvement over the winter months.  
A healthier patient will be better equipped to 
maintain a functioning vascular access.  To help 
prevent hospitalizations due to illness, ensure 
that all eligible patients have their vaccinations for 
seasonal influenza, H1N1 and pneumonia. 
 
Share Your Best Practices.  What changes in 
your facility have helped increase AV fistula rates 
and decrease catheter rates?  All New England 
hemodialysis facilities can benefit from your 
proven success.  Please share your 
accomplishments in vascular access 
management with Peggy Lynch at 
plynch@nw1.esrd.net .  Thank you for 
supporting the Fistula First Initiative.  

Several acronyms and phrases have been circulating 
in the renal community in 2009 based on the 
Conditions for Coverage, regarding ESRD data 
submission, such as: 

 

PHI and PII Security 

QualityNet Identity Provisioning System (QIPS) 

CROWNWeb 

CROWNWeb Phase 2 

CROWNWeb Training  

CROWNWeb FAQs 

CROWN Help Desk 

Forms Compliance 

Facility Surveys 

 
If you would like to know more about any of the 
above topics, please visit the Network website at 
www.networkofnewengland.org or contact Jaya 
Bhargava or Karen DeGeorge at 203-387-9332. 
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Reminder – The Network is Here to Assist Providers
The Network would like to remind ESRD 
providers of our willingness to offer technical 
assistance and/or participate in any educational, 
caregiver or support group meetings for patients. 
Visiting dialysis facilities or transplant centers 
provides an opportunity for face-to-face  

discussion and exchange of information, helpful  
for improving patient care.  If you are interested in 
utilizing these services, please contact Amber 
Maneca, MSW, Patient Services Coordinator at  
203-387-9332 x. 118, or via email at 
amaneca@nw1.esrd.net. 

Data Recap of 2009 
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